THROUGH   LANDS   OF   THE   BIBLE                  IQI

with turrets. Other hills rose up like the ruins of old cities.
In this strange valley we cried out:

" Look!   A bird! "

It was the first bird we had seen since early morning, and a
sign that we were approaching Siwa.

For an hour or so we travelled slowly downhill through the
moon mountains: then emerging suddenly from the gorge,
we saw below us thousands of date palms standing in the pink
flush of the sunset.

As we drew near, the superb fantasy of Siwa revealed itself:
a rock covered with mud dwellings piled up like skyscrapers,
like some queer African Manhattan Island. The date-
palms formed a green sea from which this hill of houses rose
against the sky.

Soon we were running in the shadow of tliis hill, and we
realised that there was something uncanny about it. No
people came out on the roof-tops to look at us. There was
no movement at the small square windows which pierced the
high walls.

We learned allerwards that the old town had been con-
demned as unsafe a few years ago and is deserted. The
inhabitants have built a new village round about it, a cluster
of low, flat-roofed, white houses made of mud and roofed
with palm branches.

I went to the police-station, where the Mamur, the
district Government official, was expecting me. The Mamur,
the doctor, and the officer of the local camel corps,
all Egyptians, are the only resident officials. There are no
Europeans in Siwa.

The Mamur said that he had opened the Government rest-
house for my reception, and oif we went for about a mile
through a palm grove and came to a gaunt building of white-
washed mud, standing alone on a hill. Every window was
closely meshed with mosquito netting, which delighted me,
for I am one of those people whom mosquitoes love.

A sad air of departed grandeur hung about the house.
King Fuad had stayed there when he visited Siwa, and a
memory of that visit remains in a hand-rope covered with
frayed blue velvet which still hangs, though a trifle listlessly,
beside the stairs. There is also a bathroom, doubtless the